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THE RUNESTONE is a jourpal of the ancient, yet ever new, religion
known as Asatru. It is dedicated to that religion and to the
values of courage, freedom, and individuality which are associated
with it.
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CALENOAR

October 8 - DAY OF REMEMBRANCE FOR ERIK THE RED. Everyone knows that Erik's son, Leif,
discovered America, but the old sire himself is even more honored by us of Asatru, for he clung
to his belief in Thor despite the defection of his son and the conversion of his own wife, who
refused to live with her heathen husband. Nevertheless, he allowed her to build a small church
in the Greenland colony - so long as it was situated so he could not see it from the house!

You can celebrate this day by pausing in memory of Erik, drinking a toast in his honor, and
praising Thor for such stalwarts.

October 9 - LEIF ERIKSON DAY. This is a holiday in the United States, declared by Presi-
dent Johnson in the mid 1960's. Some (all too few) cities have Scandinavian-oriented celebra-
tions on this date.

One could serve our cause this day by resolving to tell three other people that this is, in
fact, Leif Erikson Day, thus making the public more aware of our Nordic heritage. Better yet,
remind a lot of people by writing a letter to the local newspaper!

October 12 - WINTER NIGHTS. In the old Icelandic calendar, winter begins on the Saturday
petween October 11th and 17th. Winter Nights celebrates the bounty of the harvest and is held in
honor of the goddess Freya and the disir. These latter beings are sometimes viewed as tutelary
fertility spirits, and sometimes as the female ancestors.

This day can be observed by giving honor to Freya and pouring a libation of ale, milk, or
mead onto the earth as an offering to the disir.

November 11 - FEAST OF THE EINHERJAR. The chosen heroes who sit in Odin's hall are the
einherjar.  Today we honor those dead kin who gave their lives for family and Folk.

If you have friends or relatives who died in battle, visit their graves today. If that is
not possible, offer a libation in their memory.



ALTDING SiX

Each Althing is memorable for
some unique reason. lLast year we
broke all attendance recards, for
example. This year we had a good
turnout, too, but the real keyword
was participation. More people did
more to make this one a success than
at any of the previous ones.

Increased participation started
two weeks before the Althing, when a
half a dozen of us got together to
clean up our rather trashed site,
and continued through the event it-
self and the final departure. Rituals
clicked better because people were
more involved, and folks just plain
took the initiative at everything
from handing out free bookmarks to
building a huge Thor's hammer which
we burned by the lakeside. Motiva-
tion was apparent everywhere - these
Asafolk want to make a difference!

Twenty-some Althing attendees
showed up the day before we were even
scheduled to occupy the site, so get-
ting acquainted was no problem. We
were set up early thanks to so many
willing hands, and Friday afternoon
we slipped into the agenda with pres-
entations by Cheryl Follette and
David James from Connecticut, who
spoke about the heathen roots of stave
churches and about the contrasts be-
tween Wicca and Asatru, respectively.
With mead and cookies around the fire
that night, we were off to a good
start.

Saturday, folks continued to ar-
rive. OQur opening ritual included
passing from hand to hand a small rock
from Thingvellir in Iceland, for which
Redbeard had fashioned a beautiful
wooden base. We moved straightaway
into a demonstration of Klima, the
Nordic martial art, and soon Greg Rowe
had a crowd of us punching and kicking

and blocking, all the while aware that
this was a fighting style for our
Folk, rather than an Asian form im-
ported for our somewhat imperfect con-
sumption. After working up an appet-
ite we ate lunch and prepared for a
relaxing meditation by Ariel of Freya's
Folk. This year it dealt with Skadi,
and visions of a Nordic huntress on
skis insulated us from the warm Texas
sun. We could have used Her influence
later, as we hurled spears and sweated
through Ragnar's Revenge during the
Viking games!

Other deities were invoked as
Maddy and I were wed by Thorsteinn
in a rite that must be some sort of
a first for Texas. We quaffed our
customary bridal ale, then adjourned
for more celebrating, a fine feast,
and an offering to Thor in the form
of a huge burning hammer which lit
up the darkening sky and shone on the
evening waters. Hail Hardy, Hammer-
Bringer!

The next morning began with

Klima for the hard-core and coffee

for the rest followed by the second
annual Volksmarsch and rounds of Leap-
ing Lizard and St.Pauli Girl. Several
Warrior Guild members were initiated,
then we settled down to a series of
guild presentations including the

new Sewing Guild and a proposal by
Cheryl for a Parenting Guild. 01d
Norse sounded through the grove as
Thorsteinn offered a blot to Thor, and
consecrated mead gave Hammer-Wielder's
blessing to us. After this, it was
time to ponder the situation of women
in Asatru - why there weren't more of
them, and what could be done about it!
Qur panel of Mike Murray, Caroline
Webber, Ariel, and Thorsteinn kicked
off the discussion, and it continued
on its own momentum as more ideas were
put forth. You can expect good things



to come from this talk.

Another feast to fill the stomach
and & sumbel to fill the spirit, and
the day was over. The closing ritual
the next morning ended the Althing,
with the power of the R rune invoked
to cement ‘our experiences and dis-
patch us homeward in safety. We bade
farewell to our kin knowing that much
had been accomplished, and aware that
Asatru is fortunate indeed to have
the devotion of such as they!

® Stephen McNallen

FoLK ANoo<T 85

In June, Arizona Kindred hosted
the 0dinist Fellowship's third annual
Folk Moot at a scenic mountain camp-
ground near Payson, Arizona. We at-
tended, and we're really glad we did!
Why? There are lots of reasons, but
take for example the Viking Games:
Chip and Redbeard ran us through a
series of events that would gladden
the heart of any Norseman - axe-throw-
ing, archery, spear-hurling, caber
toss, and that special invention cal-
led the "Pillage and Cut". But it
wasn't all games; there were presenta-
tions by the Warrior Guild (Maddy and
I got our Pathfinder patches awarded
there), Brewing Guild, and the Amerysk
Folkbond.
of myth. Thorsteinn performed a blot
to Balder as we celebrated Midsummer.
Kirby Wise, maker of armor, forged
word-sword as he sang around the camp-
fire songs that he had composed in
devotion to the Gods. Else Christ-
ensen inspired us with her own un-
tiring loyalty to the cause that fires
all our lives.

- We met lots of good people and
old friendships were renewed and deep-
ened as we gathered to honor our Gods
and ancestors. Our thanks to kinsman
Mike Murray and to all the fine people
who made it happen and who made us
feel so very welcome!

We gave a talk on the meaning

“Poster Contest—
Results!

A couple of issues back we asked
you to send us drawings suitable for
posters advertising the AFA. You re-
sponded - and here are the winners:

FIRST PLACE - C.Dean Andersson wins
"Tough Torvald" to wear around his

neck (or wherever) for his striking
‘raido rune bordered with the futhark,

stark black on white.

SECOND PLACE- Bob Stine also employed
a runic theme, blazoning "Religion

of the Runes" diagonally above a draw-
ing of a woman invoking the Gods in

a stone circle, or alternatively,
above a shield-bedecked ship. We
couldn't decide which we liked best!
For his efforts Bob will get a copy

of The Vikings by Brgnsted.

THIRD PLACE - Skjold Skull depicted the
slogan "For Future, Past and Present -
Asatru" cast against tall buildings,
pointing up to the freedom of the sky
beyond. His entry earns him a copy of
our ritual book, volume oOne.

NOTICE - The AFA now has available for
distribution white copies of various
posters promoting Asatru. These will
be offered at no charge to subscribers
who would like to get colored copies
made up to post in their own area.

All posters feature the AFA home kin-
dred address in Texas, but Asafolk

who want to develop a group in their
location could easily change the ad-
dress. See the order form mailed with
this issue.
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The ROLE OF THe GERMANIC
CDIEF: FIRST AMONG EGUALS

Two issues ago, we looked at the functioning of the thing or assembly of
free warriors in Germanic tribal society. 1In the last RU TONE we examined
the role of the council of noblemen (more or less) who advised the chief. Now
it is time to consider the third major component in the natural society of our
ancestors - the chief or king himself.

Roman chroniclers, notably Tacitus, reveal three types of rulers among the
Germanic tribes:

The dux (as the Romans called him) was chosen in wartime only and his dut-
ies were Timited to military ones. He was elected because of his valor and cap-
ability as a war leader, and any warrior was theoretically eligible. Some
tribes had npo leader at all in peacetime - the Franks of the 4th century or the
Saxons in the 8th, are examples (the Saxon war leader, however was chosen by
lot rather than by election from among the leading men).

The rex, on the other hand, was chosen for life from among royal stock.
His duties were both civil and military, but his power should not be overest-
imated, as we shall later see. The proposals of the rex to the assembly could
be either accepted or rejected and leadership brought ™ with it no formal defer-

ence or privileged treatment. If he was to rule, it would have to be by wisdom,
not authority.

A third class of leader was made up of not one but two chiefs who shared
command in military matters. Like the dux, their influence was limited to war-
making, and, as in the case of the dux, this system does not occur in tribes
that had a royal clan. There is no known case where this twin leadership was
overthrown by a single tyrannical war chief, and it may have been set up pre-
cisely for that reason.

Thus we have the three kinds of chiefs or prototypical kings known to us
from the earliest recorded history of our people. The idea of the leader or
ruler was to change in the following centuries, especially after Northern Eur-
ope fell under the foreign ideology of Christianity, which saw these things in
a very different light indeed. It would be appropriate to compare, for a mo-
ment, the differences between the leadership role in Asatru and Christianity.
The latter belief system, being somewhat puritanical, insisted that the ruler
should be the legitimate offspring of the former leader, but even in heathen
tribes which had a royal line, legitimacy in itself was not considered rele-
vant. Similarly, primogenitur (the practice of making the firstborn the heir)
was characteristic of the Christian system. Perhaps mere important that these
matters of procedure was the fact that the king in Christian society was not a
king unless he had the approval of the Church, whereas in Asatru, the people
chose the person who was to hold the position. One very significant departure
was that the Christian monarch was obliged to "punish wickedness", while the
ruler under our native religion had no such interventionist, Fallwellian duty
to control the minds and the minute behavior of the free Folk.



The king in Nordic society was directly or indirectly chosen by the peo-
ple, and his selection at the very least had to be ratified by the members of
the various regional assemblies. Soon after his election he had to travel ab-
out the land for this process of approval, and oaths were sworn between him and
the local leaders, speaking for the freemen in their area. These oaths est-
ablished a two-way contract between the leader and the led. As one early text
put it, "the yeomen had great strength and great support to offer the king,
power to maintain his dignity; and in return the king was to provide princely
service and leadership in difficulties and battles." It was a bargain struck
in mutual respect between two dominant forces in Germanic society, the chief
and the warriors.

This balance of powers, this decentralization of control, forms the major
theme in the history of kingship among our ancestors. 7To a large extent, the
story of government among our Folk in the period under discussion is an account
of how the yeomen sought to limit the power of rulers. St. Rimbert commented
on the Swedes that "it is the custom among them that all public business de-
pends more on the unanimous will of the people than on the royal power".

In earlier times, loyalty to the king as an individual was the duty only
of his personal retainers. Disloyalty to the king himself, then, was a crime
for very few people. This attitude can only discourage the development of ty-
ranny. At the same time it was recognized that he was a special kind of human
being - because of his descent (in tribes that had royal clans), because of the
awe and loyalty associated with his office, and because of his role as a media-
tor between the Gods and the people. Nevertheless he was just as subject to
law as was the least of his fellows.

Several things encouraged the growth in kingly power that eventually
crushed the rights of the free peasantry and of the nobles. Christianity, with
its Eastern Mediterranean concepts of strict authority from above, was one such
influence. Another, for some tribes, was contact with the Roman Empire, which
demanded chiefs to assume roles they had never needed before,as intermediaries
and decision-makers. Education in the Roman world infected even the German no-
bility with authoritarian yearnings; Maroboduus returned to rule the Marcomanni
by imposing his authority in ways most un-Nordic, even to the point of maintain-
ing a standing army.

Royal power also grew through the increase of bureaucracy - a lesson Amer-
icans should remember in our own day. The right of the king to call out a levy
of fighters and to exact tribute necessitated local officers who could act as
his representatives. Houses about the countryside were allotted to the monarch,
administered by royal stewards and stocked with provender marked for his use.
Finally, the idea of fixed national boundaries (the idea that the nation was
geography rather than Folk) led to the concept that everything belonged to the
king unless it specifically belonged to someone else. The .peace of the realm
was aéso considered to be his property - so the king got a share of all fines
levied! B

These later developments were a far cry from the proposal that a chief
was first among equals, chosen or ratified by yeomen jealous of their rights,
and whose power was limited by the thing. Yes, our forebears were influenced
and contaminated by alien beliefs - as we are today.

"We live in a society that has, by and large, abdicated or even forgotten
what it means to be free. We must look to the organic ways of our ancestors
to regain our freedoms, but we must not do so naively. We are colonized by the
churches, the televisions, and the shopping malls. Regaining the natural world-
view of our Folk will not be an easy task.




But do it we must. Duty to our Gods demands that the freedom-loving order
made up of thing, council of nobles, and chief be restored for those who wish
to live in harmony with our innate folkways. Only then can the spirit of, our
ancestors and the might of our Gods manifest in their full glory.

® Stephen A. McNallen

1986 ASATRU CALENDAR
Our fourth calendar is in HAND-PRINTED GREETING CARDS
production now and is schédutled
for availability no later than

November 1, 1985. At last, we have attractive,
? high quality, greeting cards
Saga characters form the theme ° with Asatru themes available,

this year, and twelve stalwarts,
male and female, from our heroic
past will be described and il-
lustrated.

New member Cheryl Follette has
sunwheels, valkyries, dragons
and more. Authentic designs,
matching envelopes: $2.00 each.

As usual, our calendar will

offer information of importance
to our Folk: moons, seasonal
festivals, days of remembrance
and more. This item is our most
popular and advance orders are
recommended. $6.00 from the AFA.

Please add 10% postage.

Write: P.0.Box 1182, New Haven
Connecticut, 06505
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« ASAGRU -
PAGAN BUT NOT PRIDITIVE-

The historian H.R. (Hilda) Ellis Davidson has probably written as exten-
sively and with as much objectivity about the northern Gods as any modern non-
Scandinavian writer. Yet this redoubtable woman concluded (for print at least)
that these religious concepts were essentially for another time and had lost
their relevance to our present world. The final sentences in her fine book on
pagan Scandinavia recalls that the priest of the new faith (Christianity) would
brook no rivals and banished the old Gods. She concludes the book with a pane-
gyric "The work of the northern gods was done." Her perception of Odinism is
probably much as the person who hears of it, but dismisses it as a looking
backward to a more simple and primitive time; a reaction to the complexity of
the modern world which is romantic but escapist. Unquestionably Asatru is pa-
gan, but is it primitive and irrelevant to today's world?

There are, in my judgement, at least two solid reasons to refute that.
First, while one's religious sense is a very personal thing, it is not some-
thing which exists in a social vacuum. One could hardly believe the weather is
entirely the product of sorcery, then make a living as a meteorologist. A re-
ligion is a statement of one's aspirations, both individual and collective.

The values and priorities of a religion say much about what sort of a world we
want to exist around us and how society should function. If personal liberty,
freedom ‘of thought and action and a healthy, unfettered enjoyment of life are
important to you, then those values are better served by the northern Gods than
by any other. There are really only two ways for a society to be governed:
through the fear and repression of an authoritarian, all-powerful central oli-
garchy or by a process which activates the self-interest and aggressiveness of
individuals in a free, intensely competitive, life-exalting society. 1In either
system it is inevitab®e that the devious and dishonorable will sometimes rise
to power and wealth. Neither system can guarantee against that. In free so-
cieties which value courage and honor and the individual taking the fulfillment
of his life into his own hands, however, the great bulk of the members share in
the prosperity of the group. Systems dominated by the all-powerful state which
profess to redistribute wealth on some vague premise of “equality" (rather than
equity) inevitably fetter excellence, blunt initiative and quash the joy of liv-
ing. Free societies are a rare phenomenon and in historic times, came into be-
ing and persisted only in northern Europe and in the lands colonized by the
people of the northern Geds. The roots of these free societies long antedate
the coming of Christianity and drew their inspiration from the northern Gods.

The other reason I disagree with those who would see Asatru and the north-
ern Gods as "primitive" and out-dated is simply historical fact. 4,000 years
ago we can find evidences of an institutional religion rising in Egypt. It was
characterized by a wrathful, remote pantheon of gods represented in the temporal
world by a god/emperor with absolute power exercised through a small and ex-
clusive priest caste. It was a religious form evolved to deal with the change
in man's survival mode from hunting-and-gathering to settled farming and domes-
ticating of animals in the great self-renewing riverine areas. It appears in
the Tigris-Euphrates valley and the Indus and reached its full flower 2,500
years ago in China under the Chin dynasty. It may have been carried over the
Bering land bridge in embryonic form to emerge much later in the Mayan and Incan
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cultures. In each case it required of its subjects mindless obedience, un-
questioning surrender to the all-powerful god/emperor and nearly total depend-
ence on the state for sustenance. There is little to distinguish the current
USSR oligarchy of China under Mao Tse Tung from these state-serving, dugtyLsys-
tems. It is no accident that these same ancient Egyptians and Chinese invented
bureaucracies where only the god/emperor had the power of affirmative decision.
Even the small priest/bureaucracy could only deny, prevent, chastise or delay.
The roots of such state-centered systems are nearly as old as farming and may
reach back 8,000 years.

At a significantly later time, the former hunter cultures which had flowed
into Northern Europe after the glaciers retreated turned to a different kind of
survival. They had no self-regenerating farm land, silted over each year by
flood, and found that the slash and burn methods could not support them solely
as static farmers. They retained a part of their nomadic¢ hunting and herding
past and joined it with farming and fishing. The Celtic and Germanic people
who entered the Iron Age late, but successfully, owed no allegiance to an all-
powerful god/emperor for their survival. They wrung it out of the land and the
sea and the forest with their own hands. It's not surprising that they evolved
a very different religious sénse. Primal forces were recognized but not anthrocpo
morphized. The seasons, the sun and moon had no human face, but were rather
represented with symbols like the wheel, the boat or the wagon. Their pantheon
of Gods was probably evolved from actual individuals or composites who, better
than most, livea tneir 11ves as others aspired to do. They had traces, names

and were archmodels, paradigms - not remote, unapproachable god/emperors. These
Gods were admired but not coddled, prized but not feared.

These two irreconcilable concepts confronted each other at the end of the
Roman period and, on the surface, the northern Gods yielded to the state-serving,
authoritarian religions of the East. This occurred for a number of reasons,
not the least being the corrupting drive for power and the wealth of kings. Prob-
ably more than any other reason, it happened because the new priests came armed
with a rigid, unyielding structure demanding surrender to central authority in
the form of the written word. The northern Gods, without such a cadre of zeal-
ots whose fulltime task it was to harangue and press for compliance, were poor-
ly defended. The shamans of the northern Gods performed religious ritual be-
cause they were a bit more adept, sensitive or skillful, but they were just
leaders within the community who lived the remainder of their lives much as ev-
eryone else. The written word in the hands of the priest bureaucracy prevailed,

demonstrating that indeed the "pen is mightier than the sword" -if your aim is
to pen sheep.

The ancient religions of the East, cluttered with the tumuli of long dead
god/emperors, seemed to banish the northern Gods, but it was a shallow victory.
The Aesir and Vanir did not yield to the church; rather it had to yield to them
in the end. Isn't it a wonderful coincidence that Jesus was found to have been
born at the winter solstice and rose from his tomb at the vernal equinox, that
Lent coincides with much older celebrations of spring or that the cult of Mary
evolved only after the church found that its single wrathful and remote male
God would not satisfy its "converts"? Could it have been 0din and Frey and
Thor prodding Martin Luther to cast off the yoke of the East? .

Is Asatru primitive? 1 think not. Mindless submission to the state,
yielding to a total dependency on some remote oligarchy or being herded about
by a priest bureaucracy smacks of ancient fears of ‘unknown and unknowable powers
- the mark of the truly primitive. Courage to-challenge thesé powers, to Tive"
honorably in reflection of those who before did so with shining excellence, to
be individually productive and to experience the-joy of living rather“than the
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abasing fear of death - these mark the modern man.

The northern Gods are

younger, more vital and more rooted in the modern world than those of the East

and were only approaching their full powers in the Vikirg Age.

0dinism or Asa-

tru is indeed pagan in that it rejects the institutionalized, monolithic state-

serving precepts of the East.
vant,

® Edgar Neville

The work of the northern Gods is not done.

It is not primitive or simple-minded or irrele-

It has just begun.

GuILos

Chenyl Follette wants to starnt a PARENTING
GUILD {on Asatru parents and children. This
would incfude a newsfetten gon chikdnen,

with special insents fon parents on how best 2o

make use of the presented matenial. 14 you
ane intenested, wnite to hen at P.0.Box 1182,
New Haven, CT 06505,

THE NORSE CULTURE AND SAGA GUILD is an unden-
taking of membern and gothi Thonsteinn Thon-
aninsson. This new group will be devoted to
the furthenance and appreciation of Nonse
cultune, fLanguage, arnt, cragts, and the sagas
within the §ramewonk of Asatru. Contact him
at 2922 S. Manvin Ave., Tucson, AZ §5730

THE EDDIC GUILD neceived a donation of $300
grnom (enthusiastic!) member Paal Filssunu gon
the dissemination of HolLlanden's Poetic Edda
upon its nepninting. Hene's a honn 4in toast
to you, wonthy Paal! Othens wishing to help
spread our sacred Literatunre can neach the
guild through Maddy at the AFA.

Canoline, nepnesenting the SEWING GUILD}
brought a huge bannen to the Althing. 1t
depicted the hune in red tnimmed with
gold on a white backgnound, A beautifutly
carved pole o hang it rom, complete with
dragon heads, was made by Redbeard fon the
occasion. The guild, dependirg on the
number of available hands (Literally) may
contrhact with individuals to make tunics

and uniforms for the Mornd{c marniial ant
0 ama, Fon information, WTTE:

arobine Webben, 3501 Bernand St., #2A
Bakots Tl CA 93305,
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Othen guilds active in the AFA ane:

THE ARTISTS GUILD
Skjold Skutl, c/o S. Bernard, 21 North St.,
Bunlington, VT 05401

THE BREWING GUILD
Jace Crouch, 7860 W. Jefferson Rd.,
Runal Route #1, Elwell, MI 48832

THE WARRIOR GUILD

John Panmenten, Tynnune Senvices,. Int'f.
Contnact Station, #28,P.0.Box 335566

611 Garland Dnive, Denven, CO 80233

THE COMPUTER/SHAMANISM GUILD
Richand Simmons, c/o the AFA, P.0.Box 1754,
Breckenrnidge, TX 76024

THE AEROSPACE TECHNOLOGY GUILD
Stephen McNallen, P.0. Box 1754,
Breckenrnidge, TX 76024

THE AMERYSK FOLKBOND
Paal Filssunu, P.0. Box 2305, Ventnon,
NJ 08406

THE WRITERS GUILD

Matt Phipps, 78 Flagg St., West Hantfond
CT 06107

THE ADVERTISING GUILD
Wyatt Katdenbeng, 3125 19th St, Swite 297,
Bakensfield, CA 93301




