





edcorial

You've all been telling us for
ages that The Runestone needed an
editorial column (Oh, it wasn't you?
Must have been someone else. .), SO
here it is! Between these introduct-
ory paragraphs and the table of con-
tents - also a new feature with this
issue - I hope to give you a quick
look at each particular number of
The Runestone and make some approp-
Tiate remarks.

However, these editorial airings
and the list of contents aren't the
only important format changes in this
issue; you'll notice the Freya's Folk
section is gone. No, this doesn't
mean we don't like Goddesses or women
in the AFA - quite the contrary. The
practice of doing an article relating
to either of these feminine foci,
then separating it under a section
marked Freya's Folk, smacks a little
of the old "woman's auxiliary" ment-
ality. Women and Goddesses should be
an integral part of Asatru, not seme-
thing appended to it, and we think
you'll like-the result.

This Runestone isn't quite a
theme issue, but we are featuring two
stimulating pieces on Ragnarok. At
first glance, they seem very different
- one by a biker, the other by a high-
tech shaman. But take a closer look
and I think you'll see some areas of
agreement. Together they have a pow-
erful and important message for us
who follow the Gods of the North.

The discussion of Asatru-based
communities continues. I outlined
some of the components of Germanic
tribal organization in the last three
issues, and in this one I touch upon
a few fundamental problems to be
solved by any successful community
built on our religious worldview.

We have some really neat shorter
articles this time, too - a haunting
vision by Alurik, an insightful look
at sacred architecture for Teutons,
and more. But don't take my word for
it - read on!

® Stephen McNallen
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The SHAANIC ODEANING
OF RAGNAROK

I know 1 hung on that windy tree,
Swung there fon nine Long nights,
Wounded by my own blade.
Bloodied for Odin,

Myseld an offening fo mysels:
Bound to the tree
That no man knows

None gave me bnread.
None gave me drink.
Down to the deepest depths 1 peened
Until 1 spied the Runes.
With a noaning cry 1 selzed them up.
Then dizzy and fainting, 1 {etl.

Wetl-béing 1 won
And wisdom Zoo. .
1 gnew and ook foy in my growzth:
From a wond 2o a wond
T was Led 2o a wond,
From a deed to anothen deed.

Such are words of 0din from the Poetic Edda. An American Indian might well
see them as a victory song. We who also practice ‘a shamanic religion, can easily
interpret them as the "debriefing"” of a Teutonic shaman who has undergone a spir-
itual journey and carried back his victory trophy from the Otherworld. This is
the root and meaning of our religion - to journey where few.men have gone before
and bring back knowledge and power for our people. To paraphrase the creed of
the Spartan warrior, to go.to the Otherworld and return either with our shield or
on it. Victory or death, two alternatives. However, through the eons, our re-
ligion has come to connote to many only the latter, i.e. death. This pessimistic

viewpoint has saddled our religion and people, holding us back from being all that
we could be.

There is a danger in the attitudes that many of us have developed from this
viewpoint, for we are making for ourselves a Ragnarok of the mind. We are est-
ablishing a negative mental program where all we see are our possible defeats in-
stead of our past, present, and future victories. The problem here is based a-
round the concept of Ragnarok because it has become so. central to our tradition.
Like the sagas have always said, and cognitive psychology now demonstrates, we
create our own reality in the sense that our thoughts and attitudes color our
lives. What we expect usually comes true or at least seems to come true. If we
expect the worst, we're very likely to get it. What can ,Ragnarok mean in such
a context but trouble for our religion and ourselves? But is'it possible that we
have been misled about this basic event in our religion? The Teutonic religion
of England and Germany, and most likely early Scandinavia, did.not contain a Rag-
narok (reference: THE LOST GODS OF ENGLAND by Brian Branston).
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By questioning Ragnarok, no one is denying the nobility of fighting in de-
fiance of certain defeat. The hero with the courage to face overwhelming odds
and sure death is one of the basic archetypes of our people. Leonidas and the
Spartans at Thermopylae, the defenders of the Alamo, Custer at the Little Bighorn,
and our men at Pearl Harbor are all examples of the archetype in our history. But
for all the courage and nobility of the fallen hero, dwelling on this type of sit-
uation develops a kind of masochism as well.

We, the Teutons, have too many victories to develop a negative mindset by
continually concentrating on possible defeats. Fon every Thermopylae there has
almost always been a Plataea, not to mention a Marathon; for ‘every Alamo there has
been a San Jacinto and the great victories of the Mexican War; for every Little
Bighorn there was battle after battle that broke the Indian Nations, and for every
Pearl Harbor there was a Midway, a Leyte Gulf, and a Hiroshima. Sometimes we Teu-
tons, like the British, seem to lose every battle but the last.” But we have al-
ways won the war. Our biggest enemy may be our thinking. Franklin Roosevelt's
statement about "the only thing we have to fear is fear itself" has a message for
us. Since we do to a large extent create our own reality, if ‘we maintain a pes-
simistic attitude and think only of defeat, no matter how glorious, we may well
be defeated by the only people that can defeat us, namely ourselves.

This is not to advocate being Pollyannas and overlooking problems, but a neg-
f ative mindset is neutralizing the energy of many of our people. The fear of what
this group or that group is doing, or ofi being pushed off the planet by the over-
whelming growth of other peoples, has so filled the minds of many of our people
that they don't have the time or the energy to get on with the work at hand. As
Frank Herbert said in DUNE, "Fear is the mind killer", and Shakespeare in MACBETH
"Our fears do make us traitors". Many of us are so filled with fear and pessimism
that we don't get on with the evolutionary work. How much better if they would
concentrate more on their own potential and think about setting a Teutonic stan-
dard for other peoples to‘follow. Our role and that of our rellg1on can be ev-

olutionary leadership, and one of the basic axioms of leadership is that you can't
be afraid of those you are to lead.

Now, when the potential for our religious expansion is so high, is the time
to reassess Ragnarok itself and all minor Ragnaroks that we are creating for our-
selves. From a shamanic viewpoint, there is something very wrong with Ragnarok
and all connected with it. If Asatru is to grow and prosper, it not only has to
offer the superior values of Heritage, Freedom, and Truth, but also a positive
worldview among its followers. Our stories about the hero fighting and losing
against overwhelming odds, but fighting all the same, are a respected and necess-
ary part of our tradition and must be maintained, but let us also spread the word

" about the heroes who fought and won. The basic shamanlc nature of our religion
tells us that we should not commit our Gods to a perpetual Vietnam, where there
is no victory but only degrees of defeat. The only reason we have for believing

in the doom of Ragnarok is but a handful of words from a few sagas written very
late in the history of our religion.

The shamanic interpretation of Ragnarok is as part of a cycle, a cycle of
being swallowed up and supposedly destroyed only to re-emerge strong and power-
ful. This is the cycle that the sun appears to go through daily when sheis born
in the East, races across the sky, and is swallowed by the great wolf of the West
It is part of many shamanic traditions to be swallowed or torn apart by some great
power animal during initiation, only to re-emerge stronger. Let us not forget
the wolf is one of 0din's power animals; Geri and Freki are often pictured with
him. Is it not possible that the entire story of Ragnarok is but a late misin-
terpretation of this type.of shamanic act?



Let us not despair about the coming of Ragnarok and develop a negative mind-
set. Instead, let us gain power from it as 0din, the shaman, would do. Let A-
satru now emerge more powerful than ever from being swallowed by the wolf of
Christianity. Let us hail our Gods and the future victories they have in store
for our people.” Who can despair when there is so much to be done? Will we be
pushed off the planet by the growing number of other peoples? Very unlikely when
we have such love and respect for Freya, but if some of us are, it may be by our
own choice. What better environment for an expanding adventurous, Viking people
than the great sea of space? Let us set our eyes and minds towards a bright

future where we and our Gods march in step to countless more victories and glories.

® Richard Simmons
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“in a "dry" county.

-to our questionnaire.

_ANNOUNCEMENTS

AMENDMENT 705 - Tragedy averted, free-
dom saved! Amendment 705 to HR 3036,
which was the subject of our recent
mailer, has been ditched and our rel-
igious liberties are safe - for now.
We thank every one of you who raised
your voice in protest at this out-
rageous legislation!

IMPORTANT RUNESTONE NEWS!- We're
forced to raise our subscription
price from $7 to $9. It's been years
and several postage hikes since our
rate has changed, and increased op=
erating costs are really eating into
our (limited!) budget. HOWEVER, we
feel a strong sense of loyalty to
you, our readers, and we are offer+
ing each of you a chance to tack a

-year onto your subscription at the

old price of $7 - if you act at once!

CHANGES - So what will you get for
your $9, besides the usual Runestone?
Well, you'll notice we pulled out

our publications list and made it a
separate flyer, leaving an extra page
for content. We've got a table of
contents to help you find things mdre
easily, and we're even mailing in
envelopes, giving you greater privacy
and a magazine that arrives in better
shape than ever. We do want The Rune-
stone to be the best publicatTon
possible.

ATTENTION, TEXAS YULE FEASTERS - If
y'all are thinking of coming down to
our place for Yule on December 21,
please let us know well in advance,
for planning purposes. And remember
to bring your own drinkables; we live
Can you believe
that some places are forbidden by

law to sell wine or liquor? And they
call Vikings barbarians. .

WOMEN - Thank you for your response
There's quite
a mass of material from you in our
in-box; we'll digest it all and re-
port in next issue.

A GODDESS BUMPER STICKER? - Yes, we'd
love to offer a sticker honoring our
Norse Goddesses. Can you think of a
snappy (and effective) one we could
add to our list of products? If we
choose your slogan, we'll send it

to you on a sticker, for free!

ALTHING - Be sure to see our full-
page announcement describing Althing
Seven, to be held this spring!

Another RS reader would like contact
in his new-found religion. Write to
Leif C. Halvorsen, #32823, Kentucky
State Prison 4-125, P.0.Box 128,
Eddyville, KY 42038
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She WAR CAOOP

From the glowing southern regions, where the Sun God makes His dwelling
Came the Roman's crested legions, oe'r the deep round Britain swelling.

The wave grew dazzling as he passed, with light from spear and helmet cast,
And sounds in every rushing blast, of a conqueror's march were telling.

But his eagle's royal pinion, bowing Earth beneath its glory

Could not shadow with dominion our wild seas and mountains hoary!

Back from their cloudy realm it flies, to float in light thro' softer skies
Oh, Chainless Winds of Power arise, bear a vanquished world the story.

Lords of earth! To Rome returning, tell how Britain combat wages
How -Cadwallon's soul is burning when the storm of battle rages

And ye that shrine high deeds in song, oh-holy and- immortal throng
The ‘brightness of his name prolong, as a torch to stream thro' ages.

@ Translation of an old Welsh song, submitted by Linda Dice
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RAGNAROK — WHAT 1T IS ANDO
WDHAT \We CAN 00 ABOUT IT

For as long as the human race has existed, people have been obsessed with
risking their lives for little or no logical reason or reward. Why did the Vik-
ings sail ever outward to the ends of the earth, knowing they may very well
never return? Why do people spend their hard-earned money to jump out of perf-
ectly good airplanes? Why do mountaineers endure hardships and risk life and
limb climbing a treacherous face, only to climb back down again? Why do I put
on my cutoff and take to the streets (helmetless) on my Harley, all too aware
that at any moment a drunk, a biker-hater, or simply a careless person could kill
or cripple me in a split second no matter how careful I am? This puzzled me no
end and was beyond any explanation, or so it seemed.

Now I think I know why we all act this way. I believe that this drive is
a survival impulse placed in the deepest part of our soul, by 0din and his bro-
thers, during our race's original creation.

A survival impulse????

YES!!!! The most important drive we have, a drive so powerful it over-
whelms the others, a drive to toughen the soul and create a sense of love for
this world which will prepare us for the upcoming horrors of Ragnarok.

Allow me to start with my interpretation of the Edda's myths on the uni-
verse's rise and fall. I believe Ginnungagap is the primordial power of pure
Chaos, a supersaturated mixture of Muspell’s and of Niflheim's powers, in which
our whole ordered universe cannot exist. This mixture was somehow triggered in-
to a reaction which created the semi-sentient beings Ymir and Audumla, and a
basic dimension in which they could survive -- Yggdrasil, the world tree. Both
entities being dynamically opposed, they began drawing power from Chaos (creating
Buri, 0din, Vili, and Ve on one side and the Giants on the other) until they fin-
ally came into conflict. During this conflict the positive side gained a temp-
orary upper hand and created the more ordered worlds we have now. But Chaos
gained a foothold in Niflheim.

In this more orderly world the raw forces are kept at bay (by Asgard's wall,
possibly) which prevents the forces of Chaos from working their will in Asgard
or Midgard. This view is further supported when it is realized that all negative
beings of the Eddas (or those of most all religions) come from outside of these
areas. Niflheim seems to be a bridge of sorts which allows Chaos to replenish itself in this
unending Positive/Negative struggle. :

But what of the Gods? When they walled in Asgard they cut themselves off.
They may cross over from time to time (0din's winning of the Runes and drinking
from Mimir's Well) but only at a great cost and sacrifice. So they created man,
a self-perpetuating race of beings to help keep the worlds anchored in law.



Assuming the above interpretations are correct, Ragnarok would be the slip-
ping of Yggdrasil back into Ginnungagap which is what Chaos wants and which would
destroy all. We are here to stop that; that is our meaning and purpose in life.
But how?

Willpower, determination, moral fortitude. When Ragnarok occurs and the
worlds start shifting towards Ginnungagap, only the combined efforts of both Gods
and men can prevent the loss of Yggdrasil forever.

In this ongoing struggle it is necessary to recognize the tools of Giantkind.
And one of their greatest and most dangerous is - apathy!

It is unsure what will happen at Ragnarok; although the Gods are fated, fate
has been escaped by heroes before, and surely the Gods are the greatest of heroes.
What will happen? Will the Gods triumphantly smash Chaos in a flash of glory?
Doubtful - the Norns are not so easily thwarted. Will we all go down in defeat,
Yggdrasil lost forever? A terrifying possibility, and one that seems almost un-
avoidable in view of the nature of the Cosmos. Or will we submerge partially
into Ginnungagap, losing portions of the worlds and then pulling out what is left, !
cleansed for a while? Reading the Eddas, I find this last possibility most prob-
able. Whatever the outcome, it will be close. Close enough that every single ;
person will matter. Close enough that if every person doesn't give 100% into the A
battle it will cost us a little bit of ourselves, which will be lost in Chaos
forever. This is why the Giants wish to erode our willpower with apathy.

Apathy towards our fate and future takes many forms: Drug addiction is one
negative factor that weakens our shield wall. Sexual perversion is another. A
third example can be found in the slaughter of our wildlife and its replacement
wigh qverly domesticated substitutes that reflect our own lessened love of life
and vigor.

But most of all, this shows up in the grey slave'states, and in slave philo-
sophies. Religions of apathy and helplessness are of the Giantkind. Why should
a person fight to preserve this world when he has a paradise promised to him?
How much fight will he have in him if he expects to sit back and allow his God
to save him? Can the huddled sheep really stand against the sons of Muspell?

This is where that inner drive comes in. Despite centuries of Giant-induced
lethargy, the insistent inner drive placed in us by the Allfather still forces
us to deeds of daring, despite the obstacles erected by the Giants in the forms
of an overly-docile society, its laws, and slave-religion "morality".

Now for the important part. What can we do about all of this?

S S JH————

First, start with yourself -- skydive, climb a mountain, ride a bike, fight
a fire, save a life, stand up toyour-boss, commune with nature. And live to pass
this down to your future generations.

Next, help others find their true religions. Your first duty is to your
people and Asatru, for we see the danger clearest. But there is more. Be an

example. Don't rely on the Gothi or Gydja to bear ‘the full burden. If nothing

else, attempt to inspire others to deeds of greatness, for if they have the will-
power such acts breed, they might be of more help when the sons of Muspell march.

And when they do great deeds, get them to take credit for it, not to pass it on

to an absent deity.
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